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School in the Middle
Teens Take On Toxics

What’s This Story About?

This is based on a true story. Three young high school women over a one year
period worked with a community based organization to get some serious toxics
cleaned u in their middle school. They researched the issue and organized
residents in the neighborhood. By putting pressure on environmental
regulators, they caught the attention of state legislators.

Although as of this publication, the middle school still faces some unresolved
toxic issues, these teens were successful in mobilizing the neighborhood. The
youth helped in the development of legislation — that would give the state,
rather than the local school district — final say on were public schools are built.

Questions to Think About/Discuss:

1. What methods did these young women use to get community support for
cleaning up toxics at this school?

2. Why do you think the legislators asked these young women for policy input

on where to build new schools?

What are the advantages/disadvantages of the state (instead of an agency at

the local level) having such a responsibility to decide where schools are built?

Why do you think these young women got involved in this effort?

What skills did they develop in the process?

Will these skills help them in the future? In what ways?

Give examples of community based organizations that do advocacy work

with certain populations? Do you know of one in your community that

addresses environmental issues? If so, what do they do? Is there a way for

youth to get involved with this organization? If yes, how?
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