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MOVING A MOUNTAIN

Introduction

This novela is based on the story of a community in Southeast Los Angeles County which, over a 3-year
period, succeeded in getting a concrete recycling firm in their neighborhood closed down. They were
assisted by an urban environmental organization, Communities for a Better Environment, which helped
them document health problems and build a broad-based environmental justice campaign.

Environmental terms that apply to this case include:

The Brown Act. This is a California law that requires the public 1o be notified and allowed to attend
meetings of governmental bodies. [t prohibits closed door meetings where the public is not invited and
does not allow governmental officials to hold “serial meetings™ in which one city council member speaks
separately with each of the other council members outside the council chambers,

CEQA. The California Environmental Quality Act requires governmental agencies to analyze and reduce
environmental and public health impacts of proposed projects such as new businesses. The CEQA review
process must include a public comment process where public members can voice concems and suggest
ways to reduce a project’s impact.

CUP. A conditional Use Permit is granted usually by local governmenis such as cities or counties. The
CUP allows a business to conduct an activity at a certain location. The CUP may set limits on hours of
operation. requirements for pollution control equipment. buffer zone requirements, etc. CUPs are designed
o reducefeliminate problems businesses might cause for surrounding communities.

Discussion Questions:

1. What are Planning Commissions, and are they required 10 hold public meetings to get public
comments before they issue a CUP 1o a business?

2 What happened with this Planning Commission and why?

3, What techniques did the neighborhood residents use 1o get community support?

4. What are some other techniques they could have used?

5. What may have been some of the reasons why all the city council members did not support the
residents?

6. Do you think the mayor’s meetings with the individual city council members were in violation of
the Brown Act? Why or why not?

7. What are some of the possible reasons why the report from the air quality management district was

“inconclusive?"
8. What is PM10 and why is it hazardous 1o humans?
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